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Here are a few tidbits on
leadership that I have
? gleaned from my reading and
our company’s experience. I
 have also included our
thoughts and ideas on

philanthropy and fund-
raising, and I hope you find
them useful.

Loorr Huisan

selected items in the areas of

Our Heritage and Covenants Prevail ...

In the 1830°s French scholar, Alexis de Toqueville, ob-
served that the strength of America was found in what he
called the “covenants” that existed between and among its
people, covenants in which they cooperated, helped and sup-
ported one another in ways that created functional communi-
ties. He observed,

“A similar covenant exists in fact between all citizens of a de-
mocracy: they feel themselves subject to the same weakness
and the same dangers; and their interest, as well as their sympa-
thy. makes it a rule with them to lend each other mutual assis-
tance when required.”

In its simplest form a covenant is a relationship based on mu-
tual respect, trust and commitment in which two or more peo-
ple are willingly bound together by a common and ethical pur-
pose. That purpose is bigger and more important than any one
individual and it provides meaning and hope for everyone in-
volved.

No better example of covenant can be found than in the
benevolence and bravery that many Americans have demon-
strated in the wake of the World Trade Center attacks. Cer-
tainly this evil has traumatized our people and our nation, but
it has not debilitated us. In fact, the opposite has occurred and
evidence abounds that our covenant with each other is alive
and well in America. Of course, what Tocqueville saw when
he observed Americans “lending each other mutual assistance
when required” emanated from our religious heritage, a heri-
tage that has both informed our political process and defined
our culture. Consider these comments of George Washington:

“Of all dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity,
religion and morality are indispensable supports . . . And let us
with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be main-

tained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to the in-

fluence of refined education ... reason and experience both for-

bid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion
of religious principle.”

As we have grieved and reflected on the many innocent
people who perished, once again our nation has turned to
God for comfort. In the plethora of religious services and
spiritual expressions, as well as the many unselfish and even
heroic acts of service that have followed these murderous
events, we have seen the greatness of America. It is a great-
ness found not so much in our wealth or even in our power.
These are by-products of our way of life, but the real strength
comes from our faith in God, our deep spiritual convictions,
and our covenants with one another. Despite the diverse po-
litical and doctrinal differences that exist in America, we are
still one nation, and we believe passionately in our way of
life. As my friend who emigrated to America from Pakistan
reminded me, we prove our commitment to this great democ-
ratic experiment every presidential election when the leader-
ship of the most powerful nation in the world changes hands
peacefully without one shot ever being fired. In fact, our na-
tion is one that is made up mostly of believers, believers in
God and believers in freedom. Our common heritage gives
us hope that freedom will prevail and that a graceful, com-
passionate and just God will transcend our differences, com-
fort our souls and make all of these injustices right. In fact,
we have reminded each other of God’s promises and we have
prayed openly and fervently in our businesses, our homes,
our schools and our places of worship.

True, there are cynics in our country who mock such reli-
gious fervor. They are the same people who also mock U.S.
policy and sneer at the outpouring of American patriotism
and ridicule anything that has to do with faith or authority.
But cynicism has always proved itself ill-equipped to achieve
or prevail either in times of hardship or prosperity. Cynicism
darkens the soul and diminishes hope and because of that,
cynics rarely lead. They only react and their predictable re-
action to leadership is criticism and mistrust.

Conversely, people of faith have always been people of
action. They are hopeful about our future and take steps to
improve life for themselves and their fellow Americans.
That’s why many of the great charities, hospitals, schools and
even businesses have been started by people of faith. Faith in
our country, our leaders, our fellow Americans and our God
gives us hope, and that hope is both the antithesis of and the
antidote for cynicism. Faith has allowed our nation and our
leaders to survive and prevail through some very dark hours.
It sustained Washington through Valley Forge, Lincoln







